
ECP 101: Navigating the Early 
Childhood Registry with 

Confidence



• 1985: ECP was born at MSU in Health and Human Development with a grant from the 
Northwest Area Foundation. 

• 1995: ECP Facilitates the creation and implementation of a state plan for early care and 
education career development – Registry.

• Located within the Department of Human Development and Community Health at Montana 
State University. 

• The focus of the Early Childhood Project is to serve as the statewide entity for early childhood 
professional development and workforce initiatives. Maintaining and updating a professional 
development framework for 

• The Early Childhood Project is in Bozeman but serves statewide and employs                    
eight dedicated individuals committed to the ECP Mission and goals



Parts and Pieces of the 
Professional Development System in MT



ECP Staff



Taylor Forrester – Director
Phone: ext. 302
Email:  taylor.forrester1@montana.edu
 

Brandi Johnson – ECP Program Manager
Phone: ext. 303
Email:  brandi.johnson5@montana.edu

Dawn Zimdars – Special Projects Coordinator
Phone:  ext. 310
Email: dawn.zimdars@montana.edu

Trina Jones – Program Assistant
Phone:  ext. 304
Email: caterina.jones@montana.edu

CONTACT US

Madi Campbell – Professional Development Coordinator
Phone:  ext. 309
Email:  madison.campbell3@montana.edu

Tabitha Horton – System Support Coordinator
Phone: ext. 306
Email: tabitha.horton@montana.edu

Joanne Perino– Data/Research Analyst 
Phone: ext. 301
Email: joanne.perino@montana.edu

ECP Phone:  406.404.1624
Email: ecp@montana.edu



The Montana Early Childhood Project and the Montana Department of Labor & Industry work in 
collaboration to offer the Montana Early Childhood Apprenticeship Program (MECAP). This a 
Registered Apprenticeship Program recognized by state and Federal agencies.  The program 
supports the early care and education workforce to gain valuable higher education knowledge 
while applying skills through on-the-job experiences. Five Montana colleges and universities 
offer the Required Technical Instruction (RTI) courses applicable to the MECAP program. 
MECAP is a Hybrid program with RTI (college course work) and on-the-job training being 
completed. Apprentices, Mentors, and Sponsors are eligible for financial incentives. Upon 
successful completion of their apprenticeship, one earns a Child Development Specialist 
Certification from the Department of Labor & Industry. 

Certified CDA Pre-Apprenticeship: The Certified Pre-Apprenticeship CDA program was created 
in collaboration with Department of Labor & Industry, Early Childhood Services Bureau, Montana 
Early Childhood Project, and Childcaretraining.org. The program supports the development of 
skills needed to provide high-quality care and education while supporting retainment in the ECE 
field. The student (apprentice) is supported by a mentor to help apply new skills to every day 
practices. Mentors have access to resources and training to improve their leadership skills while 
they work to mentor their apprentice. After the training and on-the-job experience is complete, the 
apprentice is supported by their mentor to complete their CDA certification. 
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• Badging:
– Highlights expertise in specialized topics
– Slowly rolling our longevity badges 
– Certificate shows last 5 earned
– PDR lists all badges earned
– Can submit a formal badge request using our form found on our website under resources

• Trainings have to be publicly available on the ECP Training Calendar 
• Must total at least 16 hours
• Badges approved via committee that meets on an as needed basis

• Upcoming Projects:
– Training Hour Card will be updated from calendar year to individual renewal year, to mimic 

training hour report (must be current).
– Badging Report- New report for director/admin to view employees and badges earned. Will 

show Registry ID, name, badge name, and date earned.
– Development for School Age Program employees to be distinguished on the registry, per 

new licensing rule package.
– Career Workbook coming soon!



ECP/Registry App for Apple and 
Android:
• Uploading documents are much 

easier as you can now take 
pictures, select files, etc. from your 
mobile devise and upload 
immediately.

• Can submit applications, sign up 
for trainings, and more!



System Support Services

• New World
• Technical Assistance
• Zendesk
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• Quarterly Data Reports
• Custom Data Reports
• Scheduled Data Reports
• National Data Pulls
• National Workforce Registry 

Alliance



Questions



Montana Early Childhood Project
Montana State University

PO Box 173540
Bozeman,  MT  59717-3540

Main Line:  406.404.1624 
Toll Free:  800.213.6310

ecp@montana.edu

www.mtecp.org




