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WELCOME & 
INTRODUCTIONS
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Early Childhood 

System Building 

Including Policy 

Advocacy

Child Care 

Capacity Building 

and Business 

Support

Initiatives,

Coalitions & 

Workgroups,

Resources,

Data & Stories

MONTANA PARENT VOICE

MISSION VI SI ON
To work for our children, for our future. A Montana dedicated to every child. 

POL ICY PR OG R AM

Our promise is to 

stabilize, innovate, and 

build the early 

childhood system in 

Montana so all families 

and communities can 

thrive.

WHO WE A RE



Goals

Feel confident 

sharing your story

Build the skills and 

confidence needed 

to actively participate 

in advocacy efforts

Recognize the 

fundamentals of 

advocacy and its 

importance in 

creating change



ADVOCACY BASICS



Live Poll!
Menti.com

Code: 2747 

3944



Policymakers (elected officials, legislators, etc.) make 

decisions that affect every Montanan every day.

It is important to understand how the government works 

and how you can influence decisions.

WHY ARE WE 
ADVOCATING?



WHAT IS ADVOCACY? 

Taking action to 

create change.



Education Grassroots Lobbying

TYPES OF ADVOCACY



LOCAL 

City/County 

Council Members, 

Sheriff, School 

Board

STATE 

Legislators, 

Governor, state 

agencies (e.g., 

DPHHS)

FEDERAL 

Senators and 

Representatives 

(Congress) and 

federal agencies

WHO ARE WE ADVOCATING TO?



ADVOCACY ACTIONS
Spectrum of engagement 



• Email

• Phone

• Mail

• Fax 

CONTACTING LEGISLATORS!



CRAFTING YOUR 
MESSAGE

01

02

03

04

Select your issue 

Gather data (could be personal 

story)

Identify solutions 

Communicate effectively

TRIANGLE

issue

solution

opportunity



WHY IS 
STORYTELLING 
IMPORTANT?

• Stories are MUCH MORE 

memorable than facts alone

• Policymakers want to hear 

stories

• You are an expert of your own 

stories and experiences 



CRAFTING YOUR 
MESSAGE

TRIANGLE

issue

solution

opportunity





Storytelling Activity!



Now that you’ve crafted your 

story, let’s talk about it!

Bringing Your Story 

to Life



RESOURCES

During State Legislative Session

• Bill Tracking 

• Weekly Updates 

• Action Alerts 

• 1:1 Assistance 



Montana Parent Voice 
statewide parent advocacy network dedicated solely to increasing awareness related to critical 
early childhood issues in Montana. @montanaparentvoice

WAYS TO ENGAGE WITH ZERO TO FIVE 

MONTANA NOW

Advocacy Email List
Join our  advocacy list which will be utilized to inform individuals in Montana about ways to engage 
in early childhood advocacy. https://bit.ly/ztfmt-advocacy

Newsletter
Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter: 
bit.ly/ztf -news

Follow Us
Follow us on socials! @zerotofivemt

Montana Early Childhood Network
a growing movement including individuals, organizations, and coalitions working together to 
build a stronger, more connected early childhood system in our state.



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

Contact Information
sarahf@zerotofive.org   

(406) 513-1115
www.zerotofive.org

mailto:alexd@zerotofive.org
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