
40% of Montana businesses say they are unable to find and retain a qualified
workforce because of a lack of child care. [i] 
66,000 parents are not fully participating in the labor force, working part-time
instead of full-time, or working less hours because they lack child care. [ii] 
30% of Montana businesses say inadequate child care has prevented their company
from growing. [iii] 
$11,700 a year is the average cost Montana parents are paying for care per child.
Some households pay over $18,000 per year. [iv]  
In 2023, child care expenses accounted for an average of 28% of a family’s
household income. [v] 
62% of parents say they missed time from work because of a child care related
problem. [vi] 
$907 million is the total economic burden of inadequate child care in Montana from
2019 – 2028. [vii]  

A lack of access to child care
has a significant impact on
Montana’s economy,
affecting hardworking
parents and employers alike.
Investments in child care
result in increased economic
stability for Montana’s
families and small
businesses. 

Parents, businesses, and children are
all impacted when access to quality,
affordable child care is limited. 

Quality early care and education
experiences help children today
become the leaders and innovators of
tomorrow. 
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Committed to Montana’s Future 

Zero to Five Montana is committed to innovative solutions that work for
Montana. Across the state, we partner with organizations from the public and
private sector to advance our collective goal to see the best outcomes possible
for businesses, communities, and families. We are here to serve as a resource
for employers, communities, and policymakers as we all work together to
address gaps in the early childhood system. 

Our promise is to stabilize, innovate, and build the early childhood system so
Montana families and communities can thrive. 
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