
EARLY LEARNING & LITERACY 
IN MONTANA

One of the best ways to set children up for success in 
school and life is through early learing and literacy. 
Children’s brains are rapidly developing in their first five 
years of life, which is why exposure to quality early 
learning is critical.  Literacy gaps appear in children well 
before they enter kindergarten, yet 1 in 3 kids will enter 
school without those skills.  Reading proficiently by the 
end of third grade is a crucial marker in a child's 
educational development and is a predictor of later life 
outcomes.

of Montana’s young children 
are not enrolled in any type of 

early learning or school 
readiness program. 

for every $1 spent. Children are 
more likely to be ready for 

school, attend college, and have 
higher earning potential.

that does not make essential 
investments in early learning 
and literacy for young kids.

MT IS 1 OF 6 STATES60% UP TO $16 RETURN

for kids in early learning 
settings, from increased math 

and reading skills to social and 
physical development. 

ages 3-5 are eligible for Head 
Start in Montana.  However, only 

43% of children can access 
a Head Start slot.

in school are reading at or 
above grade-level. That means 
less than half of students are 

meeting a crucial marker.

BETTER OUTCOMES 6,349 CHILDREN ONLY 46% OF MT KIDS
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Allows school districts to provide early literacy services to young kids who are at risk of not meeting third
grade reading proficiency. 

Addressing reading gaps at a young age is an effective strategy to ensure kids do not fall behind. This
bill ensures school districts are able to work to best meet the educational needs of kids in their
community, and sets both students and school districts up for success by reducing the need for more
costly remediation in later grades. 

Establishes three pathways for school districts to provide services that best fit their communities,
including home-based programs, jumpstart programs, or classroom-based models.

Home-based literacy programs are a great option for parents seeking literacy supports for their kids at
home. There are a variety of home-based models, many of which that are evidence-based and exist
across Montana communities. These programs highlight family engagement and early learning
resources, and help to connect families with community-based programs at local libraries and health
departments. This helps support a child's skill development and long-term success. Various
organizations already offer effective examples, a few of which are included below. For more
information on home-based program options visit https://bit.ly/home-earlylit.

Ready 2 Read is the Montana State Library's early literacy initiative focused on helping parents and
caregivers understand the value of sharing language and literacy with their children and to
empower them in assisting with the children’s language growth. Ready 2 Read provides early
literacy professional development to librarians who work with young children and families so they
can better achieve their goals of early literacy development. 

26 out of 56 counties in Montana offer the Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library program. Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library is a book gifting program that mails free, high-quality books to children
from birth to age five, no matter their family’s income.

Ready Rosie is an evidence-informed and research-based family engagement and early learning
resource focused on building the partnership between families and educators to best support
children's development. Ready Rosie is based on a foundation of research that has proven to have
a positive impact on family behaviors and child outcomes.

Jumpstart programs are four weeks (or longer) and occur outside of the school year, usually over
summer break. These programs can serve children who are starting kindergarten to children entering
third grade. A jumpstart model targets children who are at-risk of falling behind and who experience
learning loss during long gaps between the school year.  

Classroom-based programs are half-time or full-time learning opportunities only for kids prior to
kindergarten. This model helps children who may be entering kindergarten without necessary skills to
learn alongside their peers. 

WHAT WOULD HB 352 DO?

WHY IS EARLY LITERACY AND READING SO IMPORTANT? 
As a child prepares to enter school, more formal early literacy instruction occurs, such as working with letter
sounds and language comprehension. However, gaps in literacy skills appear in children well before they enter
kindergarten. Effective early literacy learning opportunities and family skill building strategies for young kids
can help address the gap. 

Third grade reading level is a crucial marker for a child's long-term success in school and throughout life.
Before third grade, children are learning to read, but after third grade, children are reading to learn. When
children do not meet third grade reading levels, they are at risk of falling behind and are less likely to graduate
from high school, further their education, or land a well-paying job.  

WHAT IS EARLY LITERACY?
Children are starting to prepare to read long before they enter school. In fact, the foundational skills to learning
and literacy begin right from birth. When young children sing, play, talk, and read with adults, they are building
important literacy and language development skills. Exposure to literacy skills before the age 5, the most
critical stage of brain development, has life-long impacts. 
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